Does VEGF represent a potential treatment for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis?
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is a progressive neurodegenerative disease. The pathogenesis of ALS is unclear and there is no effective treatment. Vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) is a cytokine that has a protective function via angiogenic, neurotrophic, gliotrophic and anti-apoptotic activity. Data indicate that VEGF can inhibit neurodegeneration in ALS and may have therapeutic potential in this disease. The use of gene therapy to deliver VEGF into the central nervous system is being evaluated.